


Property Tax Appraisals
Ways to Save

1. Start by checking & applying for Exemptions  
ïDeadline: April 30
ÅThough will go back several years on exemptions. If you ask.

ïHomestead
ïAge 65 and Over & Surviving Spouse of Over 65
Ågoes into effect Jan. 1 of the year you turn 65 so file Jan. 1

ïDisabled Person
ïVeteran and/or Spouse
ïSolar/Wind Energy

2. ¢ƘŜƴ tǊƻǘŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ
ïDeadline: May 15
ïDo it by Yourself or Outsource it, either way will be 

better than not doing it at all



Tax Appraisals
PROTEST to Save $$

Ways to protest that cost you nothing:
DEADLINE: May 15th. You will hear back around early June.

ï E-File Your Protest Online 
Åwww.traviscad.org/eservices
Å If you e-file, you will be contacted by email if you agree with the findings then it will end 

there but if you disagree you will have the option to pursue more formally on phone call, 
email or in-person and maybe receive higher savings. See Tips to Protest Slide.

ÅYou will need the Tax Appraisal Form that you received in the mail.

ï Outsource to a company who will take a percentage of your savings, probably 
approx. 40%
Å Texas Protax
Å Five Stone Tax Advisors
Å JuballyDIY Tax Solutions

ï File Your Protest via Printed Forms & Mail
Åwww.traviscad.org/forms/forms-protest/

Travis County Appraisal District: 
travisCAD.org  or 512-834-9138 (opt 5 for protest, opt 3 for exemptions)

http://www.traviscad.org/eservices
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E-File Online Yourself



Did you know you can look at any
¢ǊŀǾƛǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ǘŀȄ ƛƴŦƻΚ

Å{ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ
Å www.traviscad.orgthen click on Property Search. 
Å You can search by last name or address or street

http://www.traviscad.org/


E-File Online Yourself
ÅComparable Market Analysis: 
ÅThe comps look at Market Value thru recent sales for homes similar to yours 

in size, age, location, etc. Ask the City to provide you with the comps they 
used to set your house appraisal. You can also go through and individually 
Ǉǳƭƭ ŎƻƳǇǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

ÅThe Tax Assessor loops Milwood in with more expensive houses for comps so 
you can simply ask to have them pull out such homes as in Enchanted Forest 
and Dorsett as well as Scofield Ridge.

Å If you contact a realtor they will likely provide you with comps happily. 
Shannon Reeve with Realty Austin and John Cottenand Samantha Mitchell 
with TCP Real Estate both offered to do so at the meeting. 

Å5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ IƻƳŜΩǎ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΥ 
ÅDo you have foundation issues? Plumbing problems? High Radon levels? 

Anything that would adversely affect the Market Value of your home should 
be documented. Take photos.

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƘŀǎΦ CƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΦ

Å5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ IƻƳŜΩǎ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ 
ÅAnything that negatively affects the value of your home should be used in 

your appeal. (ex: backs to a busy street/Mopac, railroad tracks, flood prone)



E-File Online Yourself

ÅRecently Purchased Homes: 
Å If you purchased your home in the last several months, and the purchase 

price was lower than your appraised value, bring a copy of your 
settlement statement.

ÅIf you E-CƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ 
pressured to take the first offer.
ÅWhen you E-File, request the evidence packet which should 

include comps and more. 

(continued)



Tax Appraisal Protest Companies 
Save you time and money

¢ƘŜȅ ŦƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
to do it yourself are the best option.

ïIt takes you much less time

ïMost of the protest companies will keep 40% of 
what they save you.

ÅTexas Protax

ÅFive Stone Tax Advisors

ÅJuballyDIY Tax Solutions

ÅAnd more






